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July 29, 2021

Dear Itasca District 10 Families,  
 
As we look forward to the new year, I appreciate the challenges we all face with
an ongoing pandemic. I hear and understand your frustration with masking and
quarantine. I know this has been hard. Even more so, I am grateful for your
trust and support. Our teachers will continue to bring light and hope to our
students and we will persevere. As we look forward to the new year, the Board
of Education has focused on three key goals:

● Guarding the safety of our students and staff based on CDC, IDPH
and DCHD guidance

● Continuing in-person instruction in an inclusive manner that
assures for student learning and student mental health

● Optimizing family choice while protecting the safety of all students

Those goals can be hard to reconcile. The need to protect the safety of all
students based on health guidance may outweigh individual choice at times.
The practice to assure everyone's safety first is a value we uphold as a learning
community. Last year our success in offering a robust in-person and remote
instructional model was supported by our collaboration and trust between
families, teachers, administration and the Board of Education. We will carry the
spirit and values of cooperation, humility, grace, trust and support forward this
year. To that end the “Draft Plans” for this year were presented at the Special
Board Meeting this last Tuesday (7/27/21). The recording of the meeting can
be found here. We will pass our Plan for the 2021-2022 School Year at the
August 11, 2021 Board of Education meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m. at Franzen
Intermediate School.

Please note this initial plan was made in reviewing CDC, IDPH, DCHD and
ISBE guidance. This guidance is ongoing and evolving and we will continue to
evaluate and update our plans accordingly. Our plans are made in conjunction
with the Itasca Teachers Association and Support Staff Association leadership.
Please review the Teachers Association communication letter of support
regarding this. I have also consulted with other Lake Park High School feeder
districts through this process. Our Board of Education will review, vote on and
monitor our plans throughout this school year.  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1h5EMnvdDVXsn0ewfKnE7r_HjHJjZx1taUOcxZKBrPwY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S_ghJ6_jD6m2XT1RPE0MxLDty0yLd7Ia/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13lklTnsm-v4UG4U6UxIBATlD6GYNqOPzBSEN5gzPylY/edit?usp=sharing


Please note the following health and safety mitigation highlights:
   

1. Vaccinations: Is encouraged but not required and remains a
choice between families and their pediatrician. We will continue to
support local vaccination clinics   

2. Hand Washing & Cleaning: We will maintain protocols for
cleaning, disinfecting, handwashing, and respiratory etiquette.  

3. Physical Distancing: We will maintain at least 3 feet of physical
distance between students within classrooms, whenever possible. 
With masking and 3ft. distancing we will be able to return to more
cooperative small group learning, intervention and support.   

4. School Ventilation, Cleaning and Disinfection: Will be a
continued priority with specialized air purifiers and spray cleaners.

5. Contact Tracing & Quarantine: We will contact trace and
quarantine individuals who are not vaccinated if they are identified
as a close contact to a COVID positive individual. The procedures
for quarantine after travel are being updated and will allow for
greater family travel flexibility.  

6. Screen Testing: At this time, we are evaluating a partnership with
SHIELD Illinois to provide parent consented on-site testing. 
CovidShield is a test designed to detect the virus that causes
COVID-19 in saliva.  The speed of this saliva test could significantly
decrease the time a student would be out of school after exposure
or significant travel. In addition, the use of a rapid swab test that
provides results in 15 minutes could allow for students to be in
school if they exhibit a symptom on the daily certification. This
program will not start immediately, needs additional Board review,
will require parental consent and remains as parent choice.

7. Face Masks: We will require all students to wear face masks.

Please see below for updated information regarding face masks:  

● Face masks will be required of all students, staff and visitors
● At this time face masks must be worn indoors by all students.  

○ Entering the building, hallways, restrooms, classrooms,
and small group work

● There will be face mask breaks as often as possible
throughout each day  

● Face masks practices will be lessened outside  
● Students, regardless of vaccination status, are required to

wear a face mask while riding on the bus
● We will continue to monitor the health and well-being of our

students and staff and adjust accordingly if needed   



● In the future, we aspire to provide greater flexibility in the use
of masks throughout the school day, pending other safety
mitigations are in place, and local metrics support that
opportunity

 
Both teacher and family voice are considered in reviewing health and safety
guidance and in forming our plans. Once again, the Itasca Board of Education
is an active and thoughtful partner in reviewing, approving and monitoring all of
our plans. Please understand that this is our initial plan. We will continue to
monitor and evaluate health and safety guidance and these safety practices to
make any necessary adjustments.  As health and safety guidance has recently
altered, please expect an updated health and safety manual to be sent to all
families after the final Board of Education review and prior to the start of school
on Thursday, August 19th. Additionally, classroom placements and bus stop
information will be loaded into TeacherEase in the next few weeks.  

If you have any questions or would like to discuss, please feel free to reach out
to me at cbenes@itasca10.org or 630-773-1232. Our strength as a community
is our support of one another. Thank you for your continued support! I am
confident that we will continue to move forward in a positive way for our
students and have an amazing school year.

Sincerely,

Mr. Craig Benes
Superintendent of Itasca Schools

mailto:cbenes@itasca10.org

